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A seed-stage startup accelerator based in Cincinnati, Ohio

RANKED

#10 
Out of more than 500 accelerator programs in the U.S

IN 2013 IN 2014

RANKED

#12 &
in the U.S. for 
industry-specific 
mentorship. 

RANKED

#1 
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Each year, 10 companies from around the U.S. 
(and sometime outside the country) come to Cincinnati for a 

15-week program that pushes the founders to do 
2 years of work in 4 months. Each company receives a $50,000 

investment for a small equity stake in the business.

70+ high-profile mentors from 
around the world, along with most of the 
best branding and marketing 

agencies in the city, come together to 
provide free advice and work that turns a 
small idea into a potentially global brand.

10 COMPANIES + $50,000 + 4 MONTHS

A Brief History

MENTORS AGENCIES

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015

56 46 = $120MM

350 NEW JOBS

We have run 
6 classes 
since 2010 
and have 
accelerated 
56 companies.

Team arrives 
in Cincinnati

On average, 66% of 
companies come from 

outside the State of 
Ohio. Of those, 50% 

stay in Cincinnati 
after completion of 

the program.

The 46 companies who 
completed the program 

between 2010-2014 have 
raised over $120MM in 
venture financing and 

created over 350 new jobs.

66%

COMPANY PORTFOLIO

EXITS IN 2015

THE PROGRAM

Notable companies from past classes include:

CLASS OF 2015 (finished in October):

   indicates founding team from outside Cincinnati before coming to The Brandery

FROM AN MVP TO A REAL COMPANY WITH FUNDING 

JUNE

Legal 
company 
formation

Fund-
raising

101

Making 
connections 

with VCs and 
Angels

NYC and Chicago 
Roadshows to meet with 
other Midwest investors

Accounting, 
HR, insurance 
turnkey setup

Work with 
agency partners

Build
product BUILD

TESTREPEAT

REFINE

DEMO DAY

150+ investors from all over the US 
come to Cincinnati; companies present 
to audience of more than 400 people

Continued support from 
the Brandery family

Alumni founders become our 
best mentors for new classes

   indicates founding team from outside Cincinnati before coming to The Brandery

2011

roadtrippers.com ahalogy.com choremonster.com

Fastest growing startup in Ohio 2013 & 14

2011 2011

2012

learnmetrics.com flightcar.com modulus.io

Have raised over $40MM Acquired by Progress Software in 2014

2012 2012

2013

frameri.com straphq.com cintric.com

Appeared on Shark Tank in 2015

2014 2015

2011

rentshare.com admitted.ly takeashelfie.com

Acquired by i3 Verticals Acquired by Admittedly Acquired by InfoScout

2013 2014

goskip.com 
Empowers shoppers to scan, pay, and skip the 
checkout line with the convenience of their phone.

wyzerr.com
Reinventing the way businesses collect and 
analyze consumer feedback by building fun, fast 
and easy smart-technology that looks and feels 
like games.

adadapted.com 
A context-aware mobile advertising platform.

casamatic.com 
Matches you to the perfect home by learning 
about the people and activities that you love, 
through an engaging and highly personalized 
experience.

gildcollective.com 
Provides in-home craft parties with curated 
project kits and detailed instruction.

orosapparel.com 
Uses the same technology applied by NASA as 
insulation in their spacesuits to make outerwear 
slimmer, warmer and sleeker.

usebenchmark.com
A location analytics platform for retail & 
restaurant chains that reveals why certain 
locations make more money than others.

urbantrials.com 
World’s first technology-driven, 
mass-participation urban fitness event.

bounde.com 
Peer-to-peer wellness app changing how people 
get support in the 21st century.

jerseywatch.com 
Growing a local sports network that offers team 
websites and online payments, while connecting 
brands to targeted communities and households.

We are a non-profit organization with sponsors including:

Fellowship partners include:

Our agency partners provide up to $100k in pro-bono work each year:

2015 HIGHLIGHTS

1

Moved into Union Hall—a fully renovated 35,000 sq/ft facility 
in the heart of Over-the-Rhine on Vine Street. 

We share the building with Cintrifuse (cintrifuse.org) and CincyTech 
(cincytechusa.com). This building is the epicenter of the #StartupCincy 
movement and we’re excited to be a part of it.

Took masterlease on 14 2-bedroom apartments on Walnut 
Street, just two blocks from Union Hall. As apartments in OTR became 
harder to obtain we had not been able to sell a good Cincinnati 
experience to out-of-towners. They can now live in a partially subsidized & 
newly-renovated apartment in the heart of OTR—one if the fastest growing 
and vibrant urban neighborhoods in the country.

P&G Fellowship Program offers instant high-level access to P&G 
executives and a guaranteed-paid pilot with a P&G brand. 
There were two Fellows in the 2015 class (Skip & AdAdapted). We hope 
to use this as a model for future programs with other large companies in 
the Cincinnati area.
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